
GRADE LEVEL 6: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Geography Overview 

 North America 

 Latin America and the Caribbean 

 Europe 

 Africa 

 Asia  

 Australia and the Pacific World  
 
Social studies in the middle grades has a different level/grade context each year. Grade six includes an integrated focus on World 
Geography. Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated 
fashion to explore the content. 
 
In sixth grade, the social studies content is the study of the geography of the world.  Students will learn about various 
countries/continents around the world.   The content also includes applying the five areas of social studies to each continent.    
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a culturally 
diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this 
purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must also 
be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to personal and public experiences. By 
stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a 
framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the middle school level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic Expectations. Social 
Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of social studies. The five Big Ideas in 
social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big 
Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade 
level. This consistency ensures students have multiple opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and 
concepts linked to the Big Ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UNIT 1: GEOGRAPHY OVERVIEW  
Essential Questions for this Unit:  
1.  How does geography help us understand our world? 

2.  How do the tools of geography help us understand our world? 

 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

  

Cultures and Societies  

SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives.  

 

SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures 

(present day) develop social institutions (family, 

religion, education, government, economy) to 

respond to human needs, structure society and 

influence behavior. 

  

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.2.1 Students will compare present day economic 

systems (traditional, command, market, mixed).  

 

 

 

 

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite 

images) to interpret patterns and locations on Earth’s 

surface in the present day. DOK 3  

 

 

SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the 

present day are made distinctive by human characteristics 

(e.g., dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, valleys) 

that create advantages and disadvantages for human 

activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.2.2 Students will describe and give 

examples of how places and regions in the present 

day change over time as technologies, resources and 

knowledge become available.   

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 

human settlement in the present day and explain 

how these patterns are influenced by human 

needs.  DOK 2  

 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 

examples of how human populations may change 

and/or migrate because of factors such as war, 

famine, disease, economic opportunity and 

technology in the present day. DOK 3  

  

  



Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

GEOGRAPHY/ MAP 
SKILLS 

 
 
 
-The Five Themes 
of Geography 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY/MAP SKILLS:  

 Geography 

 The Five Themes of Geography: location, place, 

movement, region, human-environmental 

interaction 

 absolute location 

 relative location 

 map/globe 

 latitude/longitude 

 Equator/Prime Meridian 

 continent/ocean 

 Map Projection 

 legend/key 

 scale 

 compass rose 

 Types of Maps (Physical, Political, Elevation, 

Thematic, etc.) 

 physical characteristics/features (landforms, 

bodies of water) 

 vegetation 

 natural resources 

 weather,/climate/precipitation 

 causes/effects 

 advantages/disadvantages 

 culture/economics/government/history  

 

CLTs:  
• I can locate places on Earth using a variety of 

geographic tools.    

• I can explain why geographers use a variety of maps 

to show information.   

• I can explain how the physical environment affects 

how people live.   

• I can explain how regions are different and how these 

differences create advantages and disadvantages.   

• I can explain how human needs influence where 

people move and settle.   

• I can explain how and why human populations 

change or migrate.   

• I can explain how the physical environment and 

regional differences are so important in determining 

human actions and activities.   

GEOGRAPHY/MAP SKILLS:  

TCI, Geography Alive!, pp. 16-17  

TCI  

• TCI Online, Geography Alive!, “ A Spatial Way of  

Thinking”  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Introduction to Physical 

Geography”  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive! “Learning Essential Map 

Skills” “Understanding Thematic Maps”  

• TCI Online, Geography Alive! The Tools of Geography  

Other Resources  

• United Streaming Video, The Five Themes of Geography  

• Message in a Bottle, Scholastic latitude/longitude game  

• Latitude/Longitude Map Match Game  

• United Streaming Video, Discovering the World: Locating  

Places  

• JCPS On-line, Landforms PowerPoint   

• JCPS On-line, Physical and Human Characteristics 

PowerPoint  

• National Geographic Lesson, Migration:  Why do People 

Move?  

• National Geographic Lesson, Human Migration:  The Story 

of the Cultural Landscape   

• Center for Economic Education, Coming and Going: Imports 

and Exports Throughout the World Lesson Plan  

• Sample ORQ, Economic Regions of the United States  

• United Streaming Video, Maps: Types, Symbols and Terms  

• United Streaming Video, Different Types of Maps (6 

segments)  

• JCPS Online, Types of Maps PowerPoint  

• United Streaming Video, How to find things on a map  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT 2:  NORTH AMERICA 
Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  How does the U.S. government promote democratic principles? 

2.  How does a democratic government organize its economy? 
3.  How do regional differences affect life in Canada? 

4.  How is the culture of Mexico reflected in everyday life? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

  

Cultures and Societies  

SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives.  

 

SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures 

(present day) develop social institutions (family, 

religion, education, government, economy) to 

respond to human needs, structure society and 

influence behavior. 

  

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.2.1 Students will compare present day economic 

systems (traditional, command, market, mixed).  

 

 

 

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite 

images) to interpret patterns and locations on Earth’s 

surface in the present day. DOK 3  

 

 

SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the 

present day are made distinctive by human characteristics 

(e.g., dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, valleys) 

that create advantages and disadvantages for human 

activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.2.2 Students will describe and give 

examples of how places and regions in the present 

day change over time as technologies, resources and 

knowledge become available.   

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 

human settlement in the present day and explain 

how these patterns are influenced by human 

needs.  DOK 2  

 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 

examples of how human populations may change 

and/or migrate because of factors such as war, 

famine, disease, economic opportunity and 

technology in the present day. DOK 3  

  

  



Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

THE UNITED 

STATES 

 
 
 

Essential 

Questions:  

 

*How does the 

U.S. government 

promote 

democratic 

principles? 

 

*How does a 

democratic 

government 

organize its 

economy? 
 

THE UNITED STATES:   

 cultural trait/cultural diffusion 

 migration 

 natural resources 

 deforestation 

 desertification 

 environment 

 ecosystem 

 colony 

 independence 

 revolution 

 plantation 

 pioneer 

 republic,  

 democracy 

 elect 

 rights/responsibilities 

 bicameral,  

 federal/state/local 

 rural/urban 

 suburb 

 pollution 

 developed country 

 economy/market economy 

 trade 

 free enterprise 

 market economy/command economy 

 population density/birth rate 

 globalization 

 gross domestic product (GNP) 

 emigrate/immigrate 

 refugees 

 push and pull factors 

 

CLTs: 

 I can describe the rights and responsibilities of 

citizens in the United States.  

 I can describe how the government of the United 

States promotes the democratic principles of justice, 

equality, responsibility, and freedom. 

 

THE UNITED STATES:  

 TCI, Geography Alive!, Chapter 7  

• TCI Online, World Geography Alive!, “Consumption 

Patterns in the United States:  The Impact of Living Well”  

• United Streaming Video, All About American Geography  

• JCPS Online, Landform Regions of the United States  

• JCPS Online,  Exploring the Five Regions of the United 

States PowerPoint  

• JCPS Online, Regions of the United States WebQuest  

• JCPS Online, Landform and Physical Regions of the United 

States  

• United Streaming Video, Regions of the United States  

 United Streaming Video, Moving to America, Then and Now 

• National Geographic, Defining Regions of the United States 

Lesson 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



 I can describe ways the people and culture of the 

United States are diverse. 

 

 I describe how regions of the United States use their 

productive resources to meet their economic needs.  

 I can describe the free enterprise system of the United 

States.  

 I can explain the importance of international trade on 

the economy of the United States.  

 I can explain the market economy of the United 

States.  

 

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in the United States. 

 I can analyze patterns in the United States by using 

special-purpose maps (e.g., population, climate, 

resource). 

 I can describe how people in the United States have 

adapted and modified the environment to meet their needs 

(e.g., Erie Canal, building roads). 

 I can identify the push-and-pull factors that encourage(d) 

migration in the United States. 

CANADA 

 

 
Essential 

Question:  

* How do 

regional 

differences affect 

life in Canada? 

 

 

 

CANADA: 

 Glacier 

 fresh water/salt water 

 watershed/runoff/sediment 

 wetlands 

 metropolitan area/public transit/plural society 

 humid/semiarid, subarctic, marine, tundra, 

forestry  

 hydroelectric power 

 provinces 

 regionalism 

 maritime 

 democracy 

 appoint  

 Prime Minister/Parliament/Legislature/Provincial 

 

CLTs: 

• I can compare and contrast Canada’s government to 

that of the United States. 

 

 I can describe the interactions of diverse groups 

found in Canada (e.g., British, French, Native). 

CANADA:   
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Ways of Life in 

Canada”  

• TCI Online, World Geography Alive!, ”Settlement Patterns 

and Ways of Life in Canada”  

• Economy of Canada Graphic Organizer  

• United Streaming Video, Canada: It’s Land, Resources, and 

Economy  

• United Streaming Video, Canada: It’s People, History, and 

Government  

• United Streaming Video, Canada: The Land and it’s People  

• Government of Canada Website  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



 I can describe how regionalism influences the 

interactions between the Canadian people.  

 

• I can explain the geographic factors responsible for 

the location of economic activities in the five regions 

of Canada.  

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Canada. 

 I can explain how physical characteristics affect 

population patterns in Canada. 

MEXICO 

 

Essential 

Question:  

* How is the 

culture of Mexico 

reflected in 

everyday life? 

 

 

 

MEXICO: 

 Empire 

 Mestizos 

 Missions 

 Haciendas 

 Inflation 

 Agriculture/slash-and-burn agriculture 

 cash crop 

 industry 

 tourism 

 smog 

 maquiladoras 

 spatial inequality 

 standard of living 

 urbanization 

  ejidos or communal lands 

 Smog/air quality 

 Slums/tenements/estates 

 

CLTs: 

• I can compare Mexico’s government to that of the 

United States. 

 

 I can analyze characteristics of contemporary Mexico 

that resulted from historical events or factors.  

• I can identify and describe common traits that define 

Mexican culture and how they are manifested in daily 

life.  

 

 I can describe how maquiladoras in Northern Mexico 

and trade with the United States have affected the 

economy of Mexico. 

 

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Mexico. 

MEXICO:  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, 1. “History of Mexico 

Through Historical Images 2. “Mexico City Bus Tour”  

• TCI Online, World Geography Alive!,  1. “Spatial Inequality 

in Mexico City: From Cardboard  

to Castles 2. “Indigenous Cultures: The Survival of the May of 

Mesoamerica” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 



 I can describe push-and-pull factors that influence 

migration patterns in Mexico. 

 I can identify and analyze ways people have modified 

Mexico’s physical environment. 

 

 

UNIT 3: LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN  
Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  How does the availability of resources affect a country’s economy? 
2.  How has history influenced the way people live today? 

3.  How does the scarcity of resources affect a country’s economy? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

  

Cultures and Societies  

SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives.  

 

SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures 

(present day) develop social institutions (family, 

religion, education, government, economy) to 

respond to human needs, structure society and 

influence behavior. 

  

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

 

 

 

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in which the basic 

economic questions about the production, distribution 

and consumption of goods and services are addressed in 

the present day.  

 

 

 

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite 

images) to interpret patterns and locations on Earth’s 

surface in the present day. DOK 3  

 

 

SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the 

present day are made distinctive by human characteristics 

(e.g., dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, valleys) 

that create advantages and disadvantages for human 

activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development).   

 

SS-06-4.2.2 Students will describe and give examples of 

how places and regions in the present day change over 

time as technologies, resources and knowledge become 

available.   

 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 

human settlement in the present day and explain 

how these patterns are influenced by human 

needs.  DOK 2  

 

 

SS-06-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 

examples of how human populations may change 

and/or migrate because of factors such as war, 

famine, disease, economic opportunity and 

technology in the present day.   

 

 

 SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology 

in the present day assists human modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing land, building roads) of the 

physical environment in regions. 

 

 

SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which 

the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, 

physical geography, natural disasters) both 

promotes and limits human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development) in the present day.  



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
& THE CARIBBEAN 

 

Essential 

Questions:  

*How does the 

availability of 

resources affect a 

country’s 

economy? 

 
* How has history 

influenced the way 

people live today? 
 

*How does the 

scarcity of 

resources affect a 

country’s 

economy? 
 
 
 
 

 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

 Isthmus, archipelago, cloud forest, ecotourism, 

civil war, Panama canal, indigenous people, ethnic 

group, adaptation, subsistence farming, adobe, 

migrant workers, barter, rituals 

 

THE CARIBBEAN 

 dialect, refugee, commonwealth, cooperative, 

plantation, cash crop, tourism, atmosphere, 

convection, current, prevailing winds, hurricanes, 

typhoons, cyclones, condense, tropical disturbance, 

tropical depression, tropical storm, eye, eye wall, El 

Nino, rainbands, storm surge, landmass, sewage, 

sanitation 

 
CLTs: 

• I can describe the diversity of government forms 

throughout the region. 

• I can explain how the cultures of Latin America 

reflect their colonial heritage.  

• I can define and give examples of agricultural, 

manufacturing, and service industries in Latin 

America.  

• I can analyze the economic importance of ecotourism 

to Central America and the Caribbean.  

• I can explain how the scarcity of resources influences 

the economic development of countries in the region. 

 • I can analyze patterns in Latin America by using 

special-purpose maps (e.g., population, natural 

resources, climate, physical).  

• I can analyze ways people in Latin America have 

modified their environment to meet their needs.  

 I can describe push-and-pull factors that influence 

migration patterns in the region (e.g., refugees). 

 

CENTRAL AMERICA  

- TCI:  

• TCI USI, Chapter 2, “European Exploration and Settlement,” 

pp. 27-32.  

• TCI USI, Chapter 2, “European Exploration and Settlement,” 

pp. 27-32  

• TCI Online, “European  Exploration  and Settlement.”   

• “The  English  Colonies  in  North  America  –   

Other:  

• The Transatlantic Slave Trade, The Transatlantic Slave Trade 

Database.  

•  Teachers' Domain,  “From Slavery to Freedom in Colonial 

Times”  

 

 

THE CARIBBEAN 
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Evaluating Economic 

Development in Latin America” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
 

Essential 

Questions: 

SOUTH AMERICA: 

 cordillera, plateau, basin, climate, temperate, arid, 

semi-arid, tropical, tropical wet, tropical dry, cloud 

forest, tropical rain forest, highlands, desert scrub, 

tropical grasslands, vegetation zone, forest floor, 

Tierra Helada, alpine, tree line, snow line, glaciers, 

terracing, biodiversity, guerillas, colony, 

SOUTH AMERICA: 

• TCI Online, Geography Alive!,  “Land Use Conflict in the 

Amazon Rainforest”  

• TCI Online, World Geography Alive!,  “Rainforest 

Conference in Latin America”  

• United Streaming Video, Geography of South America  

 

  



* How does the 

geography of a 

region affect 

human activities? 
 
 
 
 

independence, revolution, joropo, llaneros, strike, 

referendum, vertical trade, apus, paramos/punas, 

quinoa, policy, estuary, deforestation, reforestation, 

habitat, reserves, clear-cut, soil exhaustion, 

megacity, favelas, gauchos, Mercosur, informal 

economy, landlocked, altiplano, strait, empire, 

dictators, viceroy, Creoles, government, coup 

 

CLTs: 

• I can describe the challenges to democracy that many 

South American countries face. 

 I can explain how the cultures of South America 

reflect their colonial heritage. 

 I can describe the economic challenges that South 

American countries face today. 

 I can describe how patterns of human settlement are 

influenced by the physical geography of South 

America.  

 I can describe the environmental challenges 

(deforestation, soil exhaustion, etc.) that many South 

American countries face.   

• I can explain how individual and group perspectives 

of how to use natural resources influence the political, 

social, and economic development of countries in 

South America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UNIT 4:  EUROPE 
 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  Why is cooperation between nations important in our world today?  

2.  How do Europeans adapt to and change their environment to meet their needs? 

3.  How do physical characteristics create advantages and disadvantages for humans? 

4.  How can past conflict influence current conditions?   

5.  How do physical characteristics of a region create advantages and disadvantages for humans? 

6.  How does the culture of the past influence life today? 

7.  How can cultural differences cause conflict? 

8.  How would changes in economic systems affect growth? 

9.  How do geographic and cultural factors affect the economic development of a nation? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

  

Cultures and Societies  

 SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives. 

 

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give 

examples of how scarcity requires individuals, 

groups and governments in the present day to 

make decisions about how productive resources 

(natural resources, human resources capital 

goods) are used.    

SS-06-3.3.1 Students will explain how in present day 

market economies, the prices of goods and services are 

determined by supply and demand.  

 

SS-06-3.4.2 Students will describe how new knowledge, 

technology/tools and specialization increase human 

productivity in the present day. 

 

SS-06-3.4.3 Students will explain how international 

economic activities are interdependent in the present 

day.   

 

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite 

images) to interpret patterns and locations on Earth’s 

surface in the present day.  

 

SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors 

(e.g., rivers, mountains, plains) affect where human 

activities are located in the present day. 
 

SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the 

present day are made distinctive by human characteristics 

(e.g., dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, valleys) 

that create advantages and disadvantages for human 

activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development).   

SS-06-4.2.2 Students will describe and give 

examples of how places and regions in the present 

day change over time as technologies, resources and 

knowledge become available.   

 

SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 

human settlement in the present day and explain 

how these patterns are influenced by human needs. 

 

SS-06-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 

examples of how human populations may change 

and/or migrate because of factors such as war, 

famine, disease, economic opportunity and 

technology in the present day. 

 

 SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology 

in the present day assists human modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing land, building roads) of the 

physical environment in regions. 

 

SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which 

the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, 

physical geography, natural disasters) both 

promotes and limits human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development) in the present day.  

 

SS-06-4.4.3 Students will explain how the natural 

resources of a place or region impact its political, 

social and economic development in the present 

day. 



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

WEST CENTRAL 

EUROPE 
 

 

 

 
*Essential 

Questions: 

*Why is 

cooperation 

between nations 

important in our 

world today?  

 

*How do 

Europeans adapt 

to and change 

their environment 

to meet their 

needs? 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

WEST CENTRAL EUROPE  
plain, channel, navigable river, cathedral, café, 

cuisine, menu, cosmopolitan, seat of government, 

currency, union, chancellor, cantons, European 

Union, supranational cooperation, centripetal 

forces, centrifugal forces, common market, 

currency, euro, trade bloc, cultural identity, 

diversity, polder 

 

CLTs: 

 I can identify and describe the common traits that 

define European cultures. 

 

• I can explain how organizations, such as the 

European Union (EU), have promoted cooperation 

among nations in West Central Europe.  

 

• I can explain how the European Union (EU) has 

increased trade and other economic activities 

throughout Europe. 

 

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in West Central Europe. 

 

 I can analyze patterns in West Central Europe by 

using special-purpose maps (e.g., population, climate, 

resource). 

 

 I can explain how physical characteristics affect human 

activities in West Central Europe (e.g., urbanization, trade). 

WEST CENTRAL EUROPE  
• TCI, Geography Alive!, Chapter 14  

• TCI Online, Geography Alive!, “Supranational Cooperation  

in the European Union”  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “The European Union” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

NORTHERN 

EUROPE 

 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

*How do physical 

characteristics 

create advantages 

and disadvantages 

for humans? 

NORTHERN EUROPE:  
isles, fjord, geothermal energy, drift, constitutional 

monarchy, Magna Carta, disarm, Vikings, raid, 

pillage, uninhabitable, geysers, mountains, 

peninsula, plains, coast,  

 

CLTs: 

• I can compare the constitutional monarchy of the 

United Kingdom to the government of the United 

States. 

 

NORTHERN EUROPE 
• TCI,  Geography Alive!, Chapter 18  

• TCI Online, Geography Alive!,  “New Nation-States from the 

Old Soviet Empire:  Will They Succeed?”  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Comparing Post-Soviet 

Nations” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 



 

*How can past 

conflict influence 

current 

conditions?  

  

*How do physical 

characteristics of a 

region create 

advantages and 

disadvantages for 

humans? 
 

 I can describe how cultural differences have caused 

conflict in Northern Ireland. 

 I can describe how cooperation and compromise have 

helped to create peace in Northern Ireland. 

 

 I can describe how a market economy helps to make 

Scandinavia one of the most prosperous regions in the 

world. 

 

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Northern Europe. 

I can analyze patterns in Northern Europe by using 

special-purpose maps (e.g., population, climate, 

resource). 

 I can explain how physical characteristics affect 

population patterns in Northern Europe. 

 I can describe how physical characteristics have 

created advantages and disadvantages for the people of 

Northern Europe (e.g., Greenland, Scandinavia).  

 I can describe how Northern Europe’s primary 

natural resources help to make it one of the wealthiest 

regions in the world.  

 

SOUTHERN 

EUROPE 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

How does the 

culture of the past 

influence life 

today? 

 

 

SOUTHERN EUROPE: 
climate, democracy, architecture, proportion, 

orthodox, church, economy, renaissance, unify, 

pope, Christianity, Roman Catholic, Greek 

Orthodox, parliamentary monarchy, demography, 

birth rate, death rate, total fertility rate, 

replacement rate, life expectancy, dependency ratio, 

demographic transition model, baby boom, pensions 

 

CLTs: 

• I can describe the contribution of ancient Greece to 

the forms of government in the present day.  

 

• I can explain how the rich culture (e.g.,   religion, 

food, art) of Southern Europe’s past is reflected in their 

societies today. 

 

I can describe how available resources help to 

determine the economic activities of the region 

(tourism, shipping, manufacturing, etc.). 

 

 

SOUTHERN EUROPE:  
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “The Roots of 

Democracy in Ancient Greece” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



I can explain how advancements in technology have 

encouraged the development of industrial centers/cities 

in Southern Europe. 

 

I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Southern Europe. 

I can analyze patterns in Southern Europe by using 

special-purpose maps (e.g., population, climate, 

resource). 

I can identify how the natural resources of Southern 

Europe impact its economic development. 

 

 

I can explain how movement (e.g., immigration, migration) 

shaped the history of Southern Europe. 
EASTERN 

EUROPE 

 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

*How do physical 

characteristics 

create advantages 

and disadvantages 

for humans? 

 

*How can past 

conflict influence 

current 

conditions?  

  

*How do physical 

characteristics of a 

region create 

advantages and 

disadvantages for 

humans? 
 

How can cultural 

differences cause 

conflict? 

EASTERN EUROPE:  
radiation, war, conflict, invasion, communism, 

infrastructure, Commonwealth of Independent 

States, genocide, ethnic cleansing, nuclear radiation, 

pollution, Industrial Revolution, acid rain, river 

system, toxic 

 

CLTs: 

 I can explain how communism affected countries in 

Eastern Europe. 

 

  I can explain relationships between past conflicts 

and current conditions in Eastern Europe.  

 

• I can explain how the scarcity of resources, imposed 

by Soviet influence, continues to affect the economies 

of Eastern European countries in the present day.  

 I can describe how international alliances (e.g., 

Commonwealth of Independent States, European 

Union) help increase economic opportunities for 

countries in Eastern Europe. 

 

 I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Eastern Europe. 

 I can analyze patterns in Eastern Europe by using 

special-purpose maps (e.g., population, climate, 

resource). 

 I can identify and analyze ways people have modified 

the physical environment in Eastern Europe (e.g., 

updating infrastructure). 

EASTERN EUROPE:  
• TCI,  Geography Alive!, Chapter 18  

• TCI Online, Geography Alive!,  “New Nation-States from the 

Old Soviet Empire:  Will They Succeed?”  

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Comparing Post-Soviet 

Nations” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



 I can explain how countries in Eastern Europe have 

changed in recent years as technology and resources have 

become more available. 

 I can explain the impact of geographic factors on the 

human activities in the region. 

RUSSIA AND THE 

CAUCASUS 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

How would 

changes in 

economic systems 

affect growth? 
 

How do 

geographic and 

cultural factors 

affect the 

economic 

development of a 

nation? 

RUSSIA AND THE CAUCASUS: 

mountains, sea, river, taiga, Cyrillic, steepes, 

temperate grasslands, deciduous forests, coniferous 

forests, mixed forests, tundra, erosion, glaciation, 

tectonic activity, volcanic activity, magma, lava, 

sediment, moraines, czar, empire, emperor, nation-

state, nation, state, nationalism, ethnic group, 

Bolsheviks, revolution, communist, Soviet Union, 

super power, gulags, propaganda, federal republic, 

prime minister, legislature, dachas, smelters, Trans-

Siberian Railroad, gross domestic product  

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain the difficulties Russia and the countries 

of the Caucasus have had in transitioning from a 

communist rule to a democracy. 

 

I can describe the unique cultural elements of Russia 

(language, religion, ethnic groups, etc.). 

I can evaluate relationships between past conflicts and 

current conditions  

 

• I can describe how the move from a command to a 

market economy has affected economic growth in 

Russia and the Caucasus 

 

I can identify major landforms, water forms, and 

regions in Russia and the Caucasus. 

 

I can analyze patterns in Russia and the Caucasus by 

using special-purpose maps (e.g., population, natural 

resources, climate). 

 

I can explain how physical characteristics (e.g., mountains, 

access to waterways, climate) promote or limit human 

activities. 

 

I can explain how the environment has been adapted and 

modified in the region for human activities (dams for 

hydroelectric power, Trans-Siberian Railroad, etc.). 

RUSSIA AND THE CAUCASUS: 
• TCI, Geography Alive!, Chapter 18  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 



 

UNIT 5:  AFRICA 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.  How are democratic principles expressed in different ways in North Africa? 

2.  In what ways do humans adapt to and modify their environments? 

3.  How do cultures develop? 

4.  How do physical characteristics affect the development of a region? 

5.  How does conflict affect a region? 

6.  What was apartheid and how has South Africa changed since it ended? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

  

 

Cultures and Societies  

SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives. 

 

 SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give 

examples of how scarcity requires individuals, 

groups and governments in the present day to 

make decisions about how productive resources 

(natural resources, human resources capital 

goods) are used.    

 

SS-06-3.3.1 Students will explain how in present day 

market economies, the prices of goods and services are 

determined by supply and demand.  

 

SS-06-3.4.2 Students will describe how new knowledge, 

technology/tool and specialization increase human 

productivity in the present day. 

 

SS-06-3.4.3 Students will explain how international 

economic activities are interdependent in the present 

day.   

 

 

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite 

images) to interpret patterns and locations on Earth’s 

surface in the present day.  

 

SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the 

present day are made distinctive by human characteristics 

(e.g., dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, valleys) 

that create advantages and disadvantages for human 

activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development).   

 

SS-06-4.2.2 Students will describe and give examples of 

how places and regions in the present day change over 

time as technologies, resources and knowledge become 

available.   

 

SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 

human settlement in the present day and explain 

how these patterns are influenced by human needs. 

 

 SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology 

in the present day assists human modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing land, building roads) of the 

physical environment in regions. 

 

SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which 

the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, 

physical geography, natural disasters) both 

promotes and limits human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development) in the present day.  

 

SS-06-4.4.4 Students will explain how individual 

and group perspectives impact the use of natural 

resources (e.g., urban development, recycling) in 

the present day. 

 



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

NORTH AFRICA 
 

 
*Essential 

Questions: 

How are 

democratic 

principles 

expressed in 

different ways in 

North Africa? 

 

 

In what ways do 

humans adapt to 

and modify their 

environments? 

 

 
 
 
 

NORTH AFRICA: 
river, headwaters, confluence, cataracts, wadis, 

reservoir, floodplains, delta, basin, irrigation, 

desert, pastoral nomads, ergs, hammadas, regs, silt, 

canal, oasis, mountains, highlands, plateaus, 

monarchy, kingdom, king, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, 

Berbers, polytheism, Islam, Muslim, Muhammad, 

Arabic, republic, constitution, Maghreb, souks, free 

ort, dictator 

 

CLTs 

• I can explain how the expression of democratic 

principles has changed over time in North Africa. 

• I can describe the conflict North African countries 

have over the role of Islam in government.  

 

• I can explain why North African countries share 

many aspects of culture.  

 

 I can describe how countries of North Africa use their 

productive resources to meet their needs (e.g., 

agriculture, oil/mining, tourism). 

 

• I can describe major landforms, rivers and the 

location if cities in North Africa.  

• I can explain how the physical geography of North 

Africa impacts human settlement.  

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in North Africa.   

 

NORTH AFRICA: 
• Arab spring: an interactive timeline of Middle East protests  

• Teaching with the News, Egypt’s Uprising  

• Understanding the Arab Spring Lesson Plan  

• Writing about the Arab Spring Lesson Plan  

• Understanding the Arab Spring From the Inside Lesson Plans  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

WEST AFRICA 

 

 

 

 

 

*Essential 

Questions: 

How do cultures 

develop? 

 

WEST AFRICA: 

river, zonal, Sahel, desertification, savanna, 

monarchy, slave trade, animism, extended family, 

secede, famine, desert, ethnic groups, linguistic 

groups, dialect, colonialism, drought, Islam, 

Muslim, Shari’a law, shantytowns 

 

 
CLTs 

• I can explain how the diverse West African cultures 

reflect three main influences (traditional African, 

European, and Islamic). 

WEST AFRICA 

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!  

          “Discovering Africa’s Cultural Diversity” • TCI Online, 

World Geography Alive!  

          “Nigeria:  A Country of Many Cultures”  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



How do physical 

characteristics 

affect the 

development of a 

region? 

 I can describe how the countries of West Africa use 

their productive resources (e.g., oil, farmland). 

 

• I can describe major landforms, rivers and the 

location if cities in West Africa.  

• I can explain how the physical geography of West 

Africa impacts human settlement.  

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in West Africa.   

 
EAST AFRICA 

 

How does conflict 

affect a region? 

 
 

EAST AFRICA 

rift valleys, mountains, plains, lakes, droughts, 

Christianity, Islam, slave trade, imperialism, 

ancestors, safari, Geothermal energy, genocide, 

micro-enterprise, micro-entrepreneurs, developing 

countries, undernourished, civil war, division of 

labor, informal economy 

 
CLTs 

•I can explain the sources of conflict (political, cultural, 

economic, geographical) in East Africa.  

 

 I can explain why tourism is a major source of income 

for countries in East Africa (e.g., Tanzania, Kenya). 

 

• I can describe the impact refugees are having on the 

countries of East Africa. 

• I can describe major landforms, rivers and the 

location if cities in East Africa.  

• I can explain how the physical geography of East 

Africa impacts human settlement.  

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in East Africa.   

 

EAST AFRICA 

• Amnesty International, Eyes on Darfur  

• Darfurian Voices  

• Teaching With the News, Darfur: Violence and the Media  

• New York Times resources on the famine and refugees in 

Somalia 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

CENTRAL 

AFRICA 

 

How does 

colonization 

affect a region? 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

basin, river, periodic market, copper belt, kingdom, 

trade, tax, dialects, inflation, malnutrition 

 
CLTs 

• I can explain how the societies of Central Africa 

continue to be impacted by European colonization 

(government, economy, culture).  

 

 I can analyze the effect civil wars in the region have 

had on the economy (e.g., lack of workers, land 

destroyed). 

CENTRAL AFRICA 

• Discovery Education Lesson Plan, Africa Today (video 

referenced in lesson plan can be found on United Streaming)  

• National Geographic Lesson Plan, Africa’s Struggle with 

Aids 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



 I can describe how Central Africa can use their natural 

resources more effectively. 

 

 I can describe major landforms, rivers and the 

location if cities in Central Africa.  

• I can explain how the physical geography of Central 

Africa impacts human settlement.  

I can explain the effect of disease (e.g., malaria, HIV) 

on the human populations in Central Africa 

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in Central Africa.   

 

SOUTHERN 

AFRICA 

 

 

What was 

apartheid and 

how has South 

Africa changed 

since it ended? 

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

escarpment, veld, desert, pans, stone-walled town, 

Dutch, colony, cape, Afrikaners, apartheid, 

townships, sanctions, protests, enclave, multiracial, 

ethnic groups, segregation, distribution 

 
CLTs 

• I can explain the effect of European colonization on 

the societies of Southern Africa (economy, culture, 

government).   

• I can describe how the policy of apartheid in South 

Africa promoted cultural/racial division and inequality. 

 

 I  can analyze why the economies of Southern Africa 

are the strongest on the continent. 

  
• I can describe major landforms, rivers and the 

location if cities in Southern Africa.  

• I can explain how the physical geography of Southern 

Africa impacts human settlement.  

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in Central Africa.   

• I can explain ways in which people have modified the 

environment in Southern Africa.   

 I can explain how the abundance of resources has 

created economic advantages for Southern Africa. 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!  

1. “Understanding Apartheid in South Africa”  

 TCI Online, Geography Alive!,   

• “Resources and Power in Post-Apartheid South Africa”  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

  

 



 

UNIT 6:  ASIA  

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.  How are Judaism, Christianity, and Islam similar and different? 

2.  How have human activities affected people and the environment? 

3.  How do religions play a key role in the daily life of India? 
4.  How is the culture of East Asia affected by urban growth?  

5.  How does cultural diffusion affect the people of Southeast Asia? 

 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

 

Cultures and Societies  

 SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives.  

 

SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures 

(present day) develop social institutions (family, 

religion, education, government, economy) to 

respond to human needs, structure society and 

influence behavior.  

 

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

 

 

 

 

Economics  

SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give examples of 

how scarcity requires individuals, groups and 

governments in the present day to make decisions about 

how productive resources (natural resources, human 

resources capital goods) are used.    

 

SS-06-3.2.1 Students will compare present day economic 

systems (traditional, command, market, mixed). 

 

 

SS-06-3.3.1 Students will explain how in present day 

market economies, the prices of goods and services are 

determined by supply and demand.  

 

 

SS-06-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in which the basic 

economic questions about the production, distribution 

and consumption of goods and services are addressed in 

the present day.  

 

 

SS-06-3.4.2 Students will describe how new knowledge, 

technology/tools and specialization increase human 

productivity in the present day. DOK 2  

 

 

  

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 

geographic tools (maps, photographs, charts, 

graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 

patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the 

present day. 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology 

in the present day assists human modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing land, building roads) of the 

physical environment in regions. 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which 

the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, 

physical geography, natural disasters) both 

promotes and limits human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development) in the present day.  



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

SOUTHWEST 

ASIA 
 

 

 

 

 
Essential 

Question/s:  

How are Judaism, 

Christianity, and 

Islam similar and 

different? 

 

 

 

 
 

SOUTHWEST ASIA:  
seas, plains, mountains, gulf, inland seas, 

freshwater, peninsula, Middle East, Israel, 

Jerusalem, Gaza, West Bank, Fertile Crescent, 

monotheism, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Muhammad, 

Torah, Talmud, Bible, Koran (Quran), Hadith, 

synagogue, church, mosque, ten commandments, 

five pillars, Shia, Sunni, Zionism, diaspora, 

democracy, monarchy, theocracy, revolution, 

vegetation zones, temperate grassland, mixed forest, 

chaparral, nomadic herding, fossil fuels, nomad, 

impermeable rock 

 

CLTs: 

I can explain cultural elements such as ethnic 

group, language, and religion to determine 

similarities and differences among 

countries/cultures.  

• I can explain the conflicts that exist in 

Southwest Asia today from different points of 

view.  

• I can describe how groups have used 

compromise and cooperation to resolve 

conflicts in the region.  

• I can compare and contrast religions of 
Southwest Asia. 

SOUTHWEST ASIA: 
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!  

1. “Cultural Tour of Southwest Asia”  

2. “Understanding Major Religions in Southwest Asia”  

Other Resources  

• United Streaming Video, Israel and the Mideast Conflict  

• PBS Lesson Plan, Prospect for Peace in Israeli-Palestinian 

Conflict 

 

 
 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

CENTRAL ASIA  
 

Essential 

Question/s:  

How have human 

activities affected 

people and the 

environment? 
 

CENTRAL ASIA: 
climate zones, arid, semiarid, steppes, landlocked, 

mountains, valley, sea, Arab, Mongol, Soviet, Silk 

Road, nomad, yurt, Taliban, dryland farming, 

arable, vegetation, desert scrub, deciduous forest, 

coniferous forests, ice cap, primate city, 

environmental degradation, water stress, potable, 

saline, salinization, groundwater, pesticides, fishery, 

migrate, sewage, toxic, wastewater 

CENTRAL ASIA:  
 TCI,  Geography Alive!,  Chapter 26  

 TCI Online, World Geography Alive!, “The Aral Sea: 

Central Asia’s Shrinking Water Source”  

Other Resources  

 National Geographic Lesson Plan, The Aral Sea: Then and 

Now  

 National Geographic Lesson Plan, The Aral Sea:  What’s 

Happening to Whom?  

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

CLTs: 

•I can explain the United States’ involvement 

in Afghanistan.  

 I can describe how human activities have 

caused the Aral Sea to shrink.  

 

 Lesson Plan, The Shrinking of the Aral Sea, use this article 

with lesson  

 Teaching With the News, The United States in Afghanistan: 

Analyzing Political Cartoons 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

SOUTH ASIA 
 
 
 

Essential 

Question:  

How do religions 

play a key role in 

the daily life of 

India? 
 
 

SOUTH ASIA:  
subcontinent, mountains, river, delta, monsoons, 

Harappan, Mohenjo Daro, Aryans, Mauryan, 

Mughal, Gupta, Sanskrit, Hindi, empire, colony, 

partition, polytheism,  Hinduism, Buddhism, caste 

system, Sikhism, Jainism, Diwali, urbanization, 

green revolution, Bollywood, Sherpas, atmospheric 

pressure, upwind, downwind, orographic effect, 

tropical cyclones, drought, runoff, slums, cloud 

seeding, information technology, outsource, 

comparative advantage, time zones, cost of living, 

standard of living, linguistic groups, illiterate, brain 

drain, foreign investment, World Heritage Site, 

acclimatize, exposure, carrying capacity, developing 

country, avalanche 

 

 

 

CLTs:  

I can describe how religions (Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Islam) play a key role in the daily 

life of India.  

 I can describe how Gandhi used religious 

values to promote justice, equality, 

responsibility, and freedom.  

 

 

SOUTH ASIA: 
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!,  

1.  “Hindu Traditions in Modern India”  

Other Resources  

 Teach India Project, lesson plans and resources on Gandhi 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

EAST ASIA 

 

EAST ASIA: 
mountains, plateau, peninsula, deserts, plain, rivers, 

basins, loess, dynasty, Shang, Zhou, Qin, Han, 

EAST ASIA: 

 TCI , Geography Alive!, Chapter 30,  Chapter 31  

 On-Going 

Formative 



Essential  

Question:  

How is the culture 

of East Asia 

affected by urban 

growth?  
 

dialect, Daoism, Confucianism, pagodas, martial 

arts, command economy, great wall, drought, 

famine, birth rate, death rate, urban, rural, 

propaganda, toxic, pollution, 

consumption,  hydroelectric power, renewable 

resource, migrant worker, standard of living, 

developing country, population density, commute 

time, extended families, nuclear families, 

earthquake zone, earthquake-resistant construction 

techniques, terracing, life expectancy, pollution, 

natural resources, gers, tsunamis, fishery, shoguns, 

samurai, empire, Shinto, Buddhism, kimonos, 

kimchi, Diet, manufacturing, work ethic, trade 

surplus, tariff, democracy, republic, communist, 

totalitarian, demilitarized zone 

 

CLTs: 

I can explain how cultures change as a result of urban 

growth.  

• I can describe how countries in East Asia have 

modified their environments to accommodate urban 

population growth.  

• I can explain how geography promotes urban growth 

in East Asia 

 TCI Online, Geography Alive!,  

1. “China:  The World’s Most Populous Country”  

2. “Population Density in Japan: Life in a Crowded Country”  

 TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!,   

         “Population Density and Japan 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

SOUTHEAST 
ASIA 

 
Essential 
Question/s:  

How does cultural 

diffusion affect the 

people of 

Southeast Asia? 

SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
peninsula, archipelago, river, tsunami, Khmer, 

Buddhism, domino theory, wats, Islam, human 

rights, klongs, kamong, free ports, sultan, 

globalization, toxic waste, foreign investment 

 

CLTs: 

I can explain the factors that influence cultural change 

in Southeast Asia (e.g., colonization, conflict, 

communication, transportation, economic 

development). 

SOUTHEAST ASIA: 
• TCI Online, World Cultures Alive!, “Cultural Tour of 

Southeast Asia” 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

UNIT 7: AUSTRALIA AND THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  How do distance and isolation affect a region’s connection to the rest of the world? 

2.  



CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  

SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and 

sources of power in the most common forms of 

government (monarchy, democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in the present day. 

 

Cultures and Societies  

 SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements 

of culture (e.g., language, the arts, customs, 

beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the 

global world of the present day and may result 

in unique perspectives.  

 

SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures 

(present day) develop social institutions (family, 

religion, education, government, economy) to 

respond to human needs, structure society and 

influence behavior.  

 

SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 

and competition (e.g., political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and 

groups in the present day.  

 

SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how 

compromise and cooperation are possible best 

choices to resolve conflict among individuals and 

groups in the present day.   

Economics  

SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give examples of 

how scarcity requires individuals, groups and 

governments in the present day to make decisions about 

how productive resources (natural resources, human 

resources capital goods) are used.    

 

SS-06-3.2.1 Students will compare present day economic 

systems (traditional, command, market, mixed). 

 

 

SS-06-3.3.1 Students will explain how in present day 

market economies, the prices of goods and services are 

determined by supply and demand.  

 

 

SS-06-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in which the basic 

economic questions about the production, distribution 

and consumption of goods and services are addressed in 

the present day.  

 

 

SS-06-3.4.2 Students will describe how new knowledge, 

technology/tools and specialization increase human 

productivity in the present day. DOK 2  

 

 

  

Geography  

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 

geographic tools (maps, photographs, charts, 

graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 

patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the 

present day. 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology 

in the present day assists human modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing land, building roads) of the 

physical environment in regions. 

 

 

 

 

SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which 

the physical environment (e.g., natural resources, 

physical geography, natural disasters) both 

promotes and limits human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, trade, settlement, 

development) in the present day.  

Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

AUSTRALIA & 
NEW ZEALAND 

 

Essential 

Questions:  

*How did the 

process of 

westward 

expansion work?   

 
 
 

 
 

continent, island, coral reef, Aborigines, Maori, 

colony, democracy, prime minister, monarch, 

Outback, continental island, atoll, volcanic island, 

territory, absolute location, hemispheres, relative 

location, arid, flora fauna, supercontinent, 

landmass, tectonic plates, continental drift theory, 

native species, biodiversity, exotic species, 

endangered species, threatened species, immigrate, 

refugees, ethnic groups, plural society, extinct, 

ozone hole, glaciers, tectonic plates, lagoon, trade 

winds, isthmus, desalinization plants 

 

CLTs: 

• I can describe the elements of culture and social 

institutions  

 TCI, World Geography Alive!, pp.468-475  

 TCI Online, World Geography Alive!,  

1. “Relative and Absolute Location: What Makes  

Australia Unique”  

2. “The Pacific Islands: Adapting to Life Surrounded by 

Ocean”  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 



 (e.g., language, art, customs, beliefs, government, 

religion, economics, education, family), and discuss 

how compromise, cooperation, conflict, and 

competition impact Australia.   

• I can compare these regions of Australia and explain 

advantages and disadvantages of these regions.   

• I can explain the role of technology in the 

advancement of each of these regions.   

• I can explain how geography influences the culture 

people in Australia.  

• I can explain how humans have changed the 

geography/environment of Australia to meet their 

needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

 

Essential 

Question/s: 

• How are the 

cultures of 

Oceania similar 

and different? 
 

THE PACIFIC ISLANDS: 
continent, island, coral reef, Aborigines, Maori, 

colony, democracy, prime minister, monarch, 

Outback, continental island, atoll, volcanic island, 

territory, absolute location, hemispheres, relative 

location, arid, flora fauna, supercontinent, 

landmass, tectonic plates, continental drift theory, 

native species, biodiversity, exotic species, 

endangered species, threatened species, immigrate, 

refugees, ethnic groups, plural society, extinct, 

ozone hole, glaciers, tectonic plates, lagoon, trade 

winds, isthmus, desalinization plants 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain the colonial history of the Pacific 

World.  

 I can describe the traditional cultures and customs 

that exist throughout the Pacific World. 

THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
 TCI, World Geography Alive!, pp. 468-475, 489-501 

 TCI Online, World Geography Alive!, “The Pacific Islands: 

Adapting to Life Surrounded by Ocean” 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES IN 
OCEANIA 

 

Essential 

Question/s: 

• Why did I can 

explain how 

climate change 

affects the lives of 

people in Oceania. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN OCEANIA 

 continent, island, coral reef, Aborigines, Maori, 

colony, democracy, prime minister, monarch, 

Outback, continental island, atoll, volcanic island, 

territory, absolute location, hemispheres, relative 

location, arid, flora fauna, supercontinent, 

landmass, tectonic plates, continental drift theory, 

native species, biodiversity, exotic species, 

endangered species, threatened species, immigrate, 

refugees, ethnic groups, plural society, extinct, 

ozone hole, glaciers, tectonic plates, lagoon, trade 

winds, isthmus, desalinization plants 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN OCEANIA 
 

 World Wildlife Fund, Environmental Problems in Australia  

  National Geographic Lesson Plan, Great Barrier Reef  

 National Geographic Lesson Plan, A Polynesian Story 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

  



CLTs: 

• I can explain the colonial history of the Pacific 

World.  

ANTARCTICA 
 
 

Essential 

Question/s: 

• Why did Why 

does Antarctica 

provide a unique 

opportunity for 

environmental 

research? 
 
 
 
 
 

ANTARCTICA 
polar desert, peninsula, ozone layer, environmental 

threats, climate, atmospheric temperature, climate 

change, global warming, manmade causes, natural 

causes, medieval warm period, greenhouse effect, 

greenhouse gases, glaciers, solar energy, 

precipitation, biome, ecosystem, biome, ice streams, 

ice cap, ice shelf, fossil fuels, Industrial Revolution, 

icebergs 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain the differing viewpoints of scientific 

research in Antarctica.  

• I can describe how the physical environment of 

Antarctica allows researchers a unique opportunity to 

monitor the environment. 

ANTARCTICA 

• TCI, World Geography Alive!, Chapter 35  
TCI  

 TCI Online, World Geography Alive!, “Antarctica:  

Researching Global Warming at the Coldest Place on Earth”  

Other Resources  

• Virtual Field Trip, Antarctica  

• PBS Lesson Plan, What’s the Impact? Research and Tourism 
in Antarctica 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

EXTRA RESOURCES:  

Foldables:  
http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/foldables.php 

  
More Foldables: 
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/coolstuff/foldables.html 
 

Strategies for all Social Studies Units: 
  

  Videos clips/Songs:   Video clips from United Streaming along with other video clips from KET, etc. to show students the concepts while 
teaching.  Songs can be used to help these learners hear about the concept from various sources.    

  Cloze Activities:  Using guided cloze activities is a strategy that can be used with partners or teacher led small group instruction to help guide 
instruction.  This strategy even helps struggling learners become interested in finding the answers in the passage.  This was also excellent 
reading practice for all students. 

  Real-World Connections: When teaching a concept, always try to relate it to their life.  For example, when discussing sharecropping in the 
South after the Civil War.   In whole-group instruction, pick a couple of students and tell a story about how one was the farmer and another 
student was sharecropping on his/her land….by relating a concept to real people rather than just the names or concepts in the text, students 
were able to better grasp the concept.   This doesn’t have to take extra time, it can be used within class discussion. 

  Supplemental Text Materials:   Kids Discover Magazines are a great resource for all levels of learners.  With the lower level learners, David 
Adler’s biography books are excellent and correlate with particular historical time period.  For example, read whole group aloud the  
“Abraham Lincoln” Biography (it is a simple but yet informational read).  It does not take a lot of time to read it within class discussion.  Even 

http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/foldables.php
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/coolstuff/foldables.html


when reading whole group, all levels of learners enjoyed these.  There are a bunch of Adler books on different people throughout history 
(George Washington, Sojourner Truth, Teddy Roosevelt, Rosa Parks, etc.).  Other text materials were books from Scholastic Book Fairs that 
were colorful and had interesting stories.  Sometimes you can just read the interesting facts from the books and show them pictures.  All 
levels of learners loved these resources.  Leave them on your SmartBoard easel so that student can look at them throughout the day.   

  Posters/Visual Aids:   For those learners who struggle, referring to visual aids such as posters, pictures on the Smartboard, etc. helps them to 
understand better.  Posters of different events and vocabulary words to know.  Other poster maps of the Thirteen Colonies, Native 
Americans, etc. are also excellent resources.    

  
 

 


